Biography
In early 1844 future lawyer, politician and Bencher Æmilius Irving was admitted to the Law
Society as a student member. Æmilius came to Canada from England with his family at age ten,
and was 21 years old when he began to study law.
After his call to the Bar in November 1849, Irving practiced in Toronto and Galt before moving
to Hamilton, where he worked for more than a decade for the Great Western Railway. He then
ran for Parliament and although was not elected in the 1872 federal election, won a seat in 1874
that he lost and re-gained in 1875. He was a backbencher in Alexander Mackenzie's government
but lost his seat in the election of 1878, in which John Alexander Macdonald's Conservatives
were returned to power.
Æmilius Irving was first elected a Bencher in 1874. He was elected as first President of the
Hamilton Law Association on January 22, 1879. He became LSUC Treasurer in 1893, a position
he held for 20 years until his death in late 1913, making him the longest-serving Treasurer in the
Law Society's history. In his later life, honours and recognition of Irving's contributions to the
legal and professional life of the country came not only from the Law Society. The University of
Toronto awarded him an honorary doctorate in 1906 and he was knighted in 1906, after which he
had new calling cards printed that read "Sir Æmilius Irving".
Sir Æmilius tried to resign from his position as Treasurer in May 1913, but was persuaded to stay
on. He died in November of that year, and his remains lay in state in Osgoode Hall before the
funeral procession made its way to St. James' Cemetery in Toronto. At the time of his death he
was the oldest lawyer in Canada.
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