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T

he
Hamilton
Law
Association staff are working
hard to research and post
new biographies of distinguished
members of our great association
monthly. Our featured member this
month is the late Anthony Michael
Jude Pepe.
Born to Anthony and Mary Pepe
on November 1st, 1946, Anthony
Pepe
became
affectionately
known as “Anthony” to his mother
Mary; “Tone” to his wife Maggie;
“Daddy” to his daughters Megan
and Andrea; and “Tony” to his
family and friends.
His legal career took root suddenly
one day in his home town of
Peterborough, when Tony, who
for most of his educated life
had a yen for the sciences and
specifically chemistry, revealed
to his mother that he couldn’t see
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himself working in a laboratory
for the rest of his life and that he
had chosen law as his career. So,
with relative ease he completed
law school at Osgoode Hall and
with his new wife, Maggie, he
moved to Nova Scotia to become
a public defender. It was there that
his career as a trial lawyer began
to take shape. With an unusual flare
and an innovative application of the
law, he successfully defended his
clients in numerous criminal cases.
However, after two years, he and
Maggie moved back to Ontario.
In 1973 he was called to the Bar
and eventually established his
own law practice in the City of
Hamilton. With the initial guidance
and experience that he received
from his friend and colleague,
Herman Turkstra, Tony soon
became a reputable master of his
craft. As a trial lawyer, his message
became loud and clear – he would
represent his clients energetically
and fearlessly.
Tony’s reputation became so formidable that he became the President
of The Hamilton Law Association
in 1983, the youngest at the time of
his election. In addition, he became
one of the select few in Hamilton
HLA Journal

to receive referral work from other
solicitors. He decided to become a
member of the New York State Bar,
because of his fascination with the
American law; on January 15th,
1986, his dream became a reality.
Tony also had another dream, that
of establishing a law firm of reputable litigants and commercial lawyers. On June 1st, 1986, that dream
became a reality today known as
Turkstra, Mazza Lawyers; however, Tony sadly did not see that
dream as he passed away in May
of that year. *Source: Eulogy dated
May 1986 by Randy Mazza.
The Trustees of the Hamilton Law
Association dedicated the Anthony
Pepe Memorial Library in Tony’s
honour on Wednesday, September
17th, 1986, a short four months after Tony’s passing. He is accredited
with completely revamping the law
library during his seven years as a
Trustee. The library was expanded,
new staff were hired, and the collection of legal texts was brought
up-to-date because of Pepe’s keen
interest. We thank Tony for his
tireless efforts for significantly
improving the quality of our great
library to become one of the best
law libraries in Ontario. We dedicate this article to him.
The Hamilton Law Association’s
new Memory Book project is meant
to preserve the history of the legal
community in Hamilton. We are interested in our members’ contribution to writing that history. If you
have any photographs, newspaper
clippings, biographies or anecdotal material that you would like to
contribute, please email a scanned,
electronic copy to history@hamiltonlaw.on.ca.

