Greg Mallia

he 2016-2017 Hamilton Law

I Association’s New Lawyers’
Subcommittee is a vibrant and
dedicated group; like our city and local
Bar, it holds a promising future. This
year’s committee features a passion-
ate team of new lawyers (bolstered
by the always-supportive HLA staff),
committed to injecting enthusiasm
into the Hamilton Bar through grow-
ing participation in various activities
and events hosted throughout the year.

Before delving into an exciting up-
coming event that new lawyers, new
lawyers from years’ past, and law
students can partake in this sum-
mer, some breaking news regard-
ing the recent philanthropic efforts
of the HLA’s generous law firms
and new lawyers alike is in order.

New Lawyers Who Care

2017 kicked off the First Annual HLA
New Lawyers’ Subcommittee “New
Lawyers Who Care” fundraising ini-
tiative. If you are a lawyer with five
years of call or less, it is likely you were
blitzed with numerous electronic and
telephonic sales pitches from your be-
loved committee members, requesting
$100 donations for elected charities.

This creative enterprise was a re-
sounding success. Camp Qual-
ity Southern Ontario, Welcome Inn
Community Centre, and Food4Kids
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were drawn as finalists after being
nominated by our generous donors.
At our announcement reception on
March 9, 2017, Food4Kids was voted
as this year’s recipient of funds, ul-
timately receiving $10,400 to feed
underprivileged youth in our city.

Krista Wright is the board chair of
Food4Kids. Krista attended the re-

ception and later wrote to The Ham-
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ilton Law Association to thank the
New Lawyers’ Subcommittee and
all donors for the collective ef-
fort in raising funds for this charity:

“What a fabulous night last night,
I am literally in awe. Thank you
all so very much for the oppor-
tunity to come out and share a
bit about Food4Kids. This mon-
ey will go a very long way and
we sincerely thank you for this.”

To those who participated by donat-
ing, and to those who assisted with
the administration and operational
organization of this impactful event,
thank you. A complete list of this
year’s donors is listed further below.

The goal of the New Lawyers’ Sub-
committee is to continue this be-
nevolent tradition for years to come.
With the economic support of both
past and future donors, future recipi-
ents of funds from the “New Lawyers
Who Care” fundraiser can rely on
the local legal community for assis-
tance with food, shelter, and overall
improvement in their quality of life.

As well, our concerted effort in en-
suring this new initiative continues is
consistent with the foundational build-
ing block of our city’s long tradition of
generosity. It reflects the true fabric
of what it means to be a living part of
Hamilton, and as lawyers, it upholds
the standard of serving the commu-
nity in which we live, work, and play.

Upcoming summer social

Hamilton is experiencing a spike in
the growth of new business ventures,
new entertainment locales, and inno-
vative ideas that are being thrust into
action. As a new lawyer in Hamilton,
this growth presents an opportunity
to market and establish yourself as
a valued contributor to the direction
and prosperity of this burgeoning city.
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From left: Jeff Goit, Amanda Faulkner, Paul Ingrassia, Zachary Peachey, Larissa Bazoian, Krista Wright, Roksana Pawlowski,

For many new lawyers, this oppor-
tunity starts with networking, and
there’s no better way to network
than to get your Vitamin-D defi-
cient self out of the office and over
to as many New Lawyer Subcom-
mittee events as you possibly can.

The opportunity to connect and recon-
nect with one another is a unique fea-
ture of our Bar not commonly shared
across other professions. As lawyers,
achieving some integration into the
human side of our lives provides for
a more balanced career, and allows for
quality conversation and the expan-
sion of our knowledge in ancillary ar-
eas of both our practice and our lives.

As new lawyers, social networking
provides the chance to make friends
and learn about your colleagues’ his-
tory and practice specialties. Per-
sonally, these connections strengthen

Danielle Lecours, Erica Lamont, Rob Hooper

your support network with like-mind-
ed people and friends who share the
daily challenges and triumphs that
accompany new lawyers. Profession-
ally, making new contacts will assist
you when you need to make an edu-
cated referral to a valued client, or if
you find yourself in search of advice
from someone you need to trust.

While attending formal and educa-
tional seminars promotes opportuni-
ties to converse with clients, vendors
and colleagues, oftentimes it becomes
easy to neglect the value of attend-
ing events geared more towards the
social aspect of being a new law-
yer in Hamilton. These events are a
mainstay of our historic and presti-
gious Bar, and are always a fun time.

So, to pay homage to our forefa-
thers, on the evening of July 11,
2017, your New Lawyers’ Subcom-
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mittee is hosting its annual summer
social event, a rooftop revelry at the
Hamilton Club’s new outdoor patio.

We encourage all lawyers to attend
this event, consume a discretionary
number of beverages (be sure to read
your law firm's expense policy before-
hand), and engage one another in what
is sure to be a high-spirited and well-
attended affair. Details are on the HLA
website under the Events menu tab. B

Greg is a lawyer at Regency Law
Group, Hamilton's new full-service
law firm, and can be reached by
phone at 905-383-0500, by email
at gmallia@regencylawgroup.ca,
or by visiting regencylawgroup.ca.
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